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afterwards got a divorce from both of them, and CHAP.
her grand-uncle, Henry VIIL, the brother of Queen ^^O
Margaret, had followed in. his sister's footsteps by 1567.
his divorces from Catherine of Arragoii and Anne of
Cleves. Bothwell's process for obtaining a divorce
from his wife was however begun before the abduc-
tion of the Queen,1 and was being carried on at
once under the jurisdiction of both the new and
the old churches. The previous authority of the
Catholic clergy to judge in processes of marriage and
divorce had been abolished by the Parliament which
was summoned by the provisional government
set up in 1560, after the death of Mary of Guise,
and which abrogated the Episcopal jurisdiction. In
order to supply the want of a jurisdiction in. causes
such as those mentioned, a special court indeed was
afterwards constituted in 1563, in which, four com-
missioners had seats, but the abolition of the
Episcopal jurisdiction in the country nevertheless
was one of the acts of the Reformed party, to which
the Queen had never given the assent of the Crown,
and by an. ordinance of the Queen the Consistorial
Court had been at a later date form ally re-established
with the Archbishop of St. Andrews at its head.
This had already taken place on the 23d December
15G6, a few days after the Archbishop and the other
Catholic Prelates celebrated the baptism of the
young prince at Stirling, and that ordinance which
was then issued plainly therefore cannot by any
means be connected with the divorce which Both-
well now sought to obtain, as some have held.
Before this resuscitated Catholic ecclesiastical court
he raised an action against his wife for the dissolu-

1 Laing, History of Scotland, ii. 83.